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plans and prayers 
for the new year
by Mike Bessonette, Mission Center President

Welcome to 2016. I wish each of you and 
your family a joyous and prosperous new 
year.

PLAN ON it!
JANUARY 2016
9—Emmaus Workshop, Renton
10—Emmaus Workshop, Bremerton
17—Live, Love, Share Workshop, Mossyrock
23-24—First Caravan Huddle, Garden Grove
30-31—Dynamic Worship Workshop, Tuality

FeBRUARY 2016
13-14—Caravan Huddle, Salem
19-21—LCM Retreat, Samish Island Campground
27-28—Discipleship NOW session
28—Live, Love, Share Workshop, Mossyrock

MARCH 2016
4-6—Nurturing Spirit Weekend, Samish Island
12—Caravan Dinner & Auction, Eugene
12—Orphans Africa Benefit Dinner/Auction
13—Caravan Huddle, cottage Grove
13—Live, Love, Share Workshop, Mossyrock

APRiL 2016
1—Submission Deadline for next Chinook
2—World Conference Workshop, Eugene
9-10—Caravan Huddle, Auburn
15—Bold Moves Grant Application Deadline
16—World Conference Workshop, Rainier Valley
22-24—Arts Retreat, Samish Island Campground
25-30—Samish Island Campground Work Week
30—World Conference Workshop, SW WA/N OR

MAY 2016
7-8—Discipleship NOW session
7-8—Caravan Huddle, Myrtle Point
27-30—Young Adult Retreat, Remote Campground
27-30—Northwest Singles Retreat, Lewis River
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Read about 
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This promises to be an exciting year, 
with all of our normal congrega-
tional and Mission Center activities, 
worships, and opportunities, along 

with World Conference in June. With our members from around the world, 
we look forward to this event and the opportunity to share together whether 
in person, via the internet, or through personal testimonies from those who 
attend. The Mission Center will offer workshops in April to discuss legislation 
and to worship in preparation for World Conference. Delegates are encouraged 
to attend, but the workshops will be open to anyone interested in attending.
 I will continue to serve as your Mission Center President through the end 
of the year. Later this spring, we will begin the process to hire a new Mission 
Center President beginning January 1, 2017. The hope is that with a longer 
timeline, we will identify a minister who can lead the Mission Center for the 
long term. I am enjoying being your Mission Center President, but my desire 
for my personal future is to retire from the world of work and spend more time 
with family and maybe a little golf. Please support the Mission Center search 
process in your prayers.
 As I write this and consider the year ahead, I am drawn to these words 
from Section 162 of the Doctrine and Covenants (8a-c): 

You are a good and faithful people, but sometimes you fail to see the 
power that is resident in your own story and fellowship. Look carefully, 

listen attentively, and sense the Spirit among you. 

THE

gpnw senior 
high youth enjoy a 
fall retreat together at 
lewis river campground 
on november 13-15, 2015

chinook
news from the greater 

pacific northwest-usa mission center
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Do not be unduly concerned with num-
bers. Be fervent in your witness, passion-
ate in your discipleship, and vigorous in 

your labor on behalf of peace and justice. 
Where two or three such disciples form 

community, there will the Spirit be. Many 
will come to see.

Continue your journey, O people of the 
Restoration. You have been blessed thus 

far but there is so much yet to see, so 
much yet to do. Go forth with confidence 
and live prophetically as a people who 
have been loved, and who now coura-

geously choose to love others in the name 
of the One you serve. Amen.

world conference workshops
 Save the dates! Three opportunities for 
World Conference Workshops for delegates 
and members are coming up! Saturday 
events on April 2 at eugene, April 16 at 
Rainier Valley and April 30, at a southwest 
Washington/northern Oregon location to 
be announced. There will be something for 
everyone as we explore proposed legislation 
as well as the new common consent form of 
decision making.

emmaus 
workshops
 Register now for 
a free, three-hour 
workshop, Walking 
the Road to Emmaus: 
Where Mission and 
Culture Collide. As 
in the Emmaus scrip-
ture, the ministry of 

Jesus Christ is manifested when we engage 
in relationships with others. We will explore 
how our congregations can become more 
aware and ready to respond to opportunities 
for mission in our communities. Scheduled 
for January 9 at Renton Congregation or 
January 10 at Bremerton Congregation. 
Register online at EmmausWorkshop.event-
brite.com. For questions or to schedule this 
workshop near you, please contact GPNW 
Mission Coordinator Sean Langdon (425-
293-6366, slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org).

live, love, share workshops
 Mossyrock group is hosting the Live, 
Love, Share... Visibly One in Christ lesson 

series. The remaining class schedule includes:
• January 17: Lesson 2, Live, Love, Share 

...Generously, Presenter Bill McFarlin
• Feb. 28: Lesson 3, Live, Love, Share...As 

One, Presenter Christian Skoorsmith
• March 13: Lesson 4, Live, Love, Share...

Our Calling, Presenter Rick Naten
• tBA: Lesson 5, Live, Love, Share...

Liberating Disruption, Presenter 
Dorothy Wilgus

• tBA: Lesson 6, Live, Love, Share...Visibly 
One in Christ, Presenter Pam Cress

 Please RSVP to Barbara Crask (360-
983-8751, larue2@tds.net). Bring your own 
book, Live, Love, Share...Visibly One in 
Christ, available at Herald House, and a sack 
lunch. Beverages and snacks will be provided.

dynamic worship workshop
 Christian Skoorsmith will lead a 
Dynamic Worship Workshop at tuality 

Congregation on 
January 30-31. 
The workshop 
will cover a broad 
spectrum of topics 
intensely focused 
on congregational 
worship: what it 
is, what it means 
to us, and how we 
can do it better. The 

weekend will provide many opportunities to 
re-examine foundational ideas about worship, 
encourage you to discuss how to apply these 
ideas in your home congregation, and make 
sure you walk away with concrete ideas, tools 
and inspiration for returning to your congre-
gational worship planning.
 Lunch is provided both days, with 
Saturday’s lunch provided by Tuality youth 
as a SPEC fundraiser. Cost is $30 per per-
son, payable at the door; financial assistance 
is available if needed. Contact organizer 
Roberta LaHue Brown (lahuebrown@msn.
com) with questions. Register by January 16 
at DynamicWorship.eventbrite.com.

leading congregations in 
mission (lcm) retreat
 Pastor Leadership Teams participating 
in the Leading Congregations in Mission 
Pilot will retreat together at Samish Island 
Campground on February 19-21. 

save the date!

2016 camping
elementary youth camps

samish camp genesis 
Boys & girls grades 3-4: June 3-5
lewis river camp zarahemla

Boys & girls grades 3-6: July 26-30 
remote kids camp

Boys & girls grades 3-5: July 31-Aug. 3
samish camp mungai 

Boys & girls grades 5-6: August 14-20
junior high youth camps

lewis river jr. high boys camp 
(hosmer lake)

Boys grades 7-9: July 10-15
remote jr. high camp

Boys & girls grades 6-8: July 17-23
samish camp kluane

Girls grades 7-9: July 24-30
lewis river jr. high girls camp

Girls grades 7-9: July 25-30
samish camp chimacum

Boys grades 7-9: July 31-Aug. 6
senior high youth camps

caravan
Youth grades 10-’16 grads: June 25-July3

remote sr. high camp
Youth grades 9-’16 grads: July 9-16

spec
Youth grades 10-’16 grads: July 20-30

samish camp kimtah
Youths grades 10-’16 grads: Aug. 7-13

reunions
samish adult reunion 

June 25, 3 pm to July 1, 12 noon
lewis river family reunion

June 26, 2:30 pm to July 1, 12 noon
samish family reunion

July 10, 2 pm to July 16, 12 noon
remote family reunion

 August 6, 2 pm to August 12, 12 noon
northwest singles reunion

August 28, 4 pm to Sept. 1, 12 noon

Get your news in the next chinook. send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by April 1, 2016.
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WHERE COLLIDE 

WALKING THE ROAD TO EMMAUS: 

3-HOUR WORKSHOP 

Choose from the above locations or contact 
GPNW Mission Coordinator Sean Langdon (425-293-
6366, slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org) to schedule this 

workshop near you!  

Like in the Emmaus scripture, the ministry of Jesus Christ 
is manifested when we engage in relationships with others. 

Opportunities for mission abound everywhere, but where do we 
begin? This workshop seeks to answer that question. We will 

explore how our congregations can become more aware and ready to 
respond to opportunities for mission in our communities. This workshop 

will particularly focus on the following: 

 Creating a Foundation for Mission:  
Why are we called? To whom are we called to bring ministry? 

 A Disciple’s Guide to Mission:  
10 things to consider when preparing, or continuing, to be mission-focused  

 Moving Forward in Mission: What’s next? 
 

This workshop is designed for Congregational  
Leaders, Priesthood, Disciples, YOU! 

“When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 
them.31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him… Then the two told what had happened 

on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.”  —Luke 24: 30 & 35 

Register online at EmmausWorkshop.eventbrite.com 
 Saturday, January 9, 2016, 9:30 am-12:30 pm—Renton Congregation 

 Sunday, January 10, 2016, 2-5 pm—Bremerton Congregation 



milestones
 mission center6
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paisley
perales, with 
parents carlos and 
ashley, is blessed on november 29, 2015 

 Key points of emphasis include 
journeying together in mission; forming 
sacred community; our changing con-
text for mission; leading the missional 
journey; discerning, cultivating and 
using the gifts of all ages; expanding 
participation and sustaining mission; 
moving from experiments to new forms 
of spiritual life and spiritual formation 
retreats.

discipleship NOW sessions
 The first cohort of Discipleship 
NOW will have formation weekend 
sessions on February 27-28 and May 
7-8. Funded by a resolution passed at 
our 2014 Mission Center Conference, 
Discipleship NOW is an ongoing edu-
cation initiative designed to create 
connections between the sacred story, 
mission, everyday life, and the world 
we live in today. Discipleship NOW 
is designed to empower individuals to 
grow and be shaped in their journey 
with Christ.

nurturing 
spirit 
weekend
 Nurture 
your soul at 
Nurturing 
Spirit 
Weekend, 
March 4-6, at 
Samish Island 
Campground. 

This time of retreat will gently weave 
moments of silence and solitude for 
ourselves, moments of quiet reflection 
and connection with each other, and 
moments of celebration and worship, 
into a contemplative model for life. 
Guest ministry provided by Laurie 
gordon. This retreat is sponsored by 
Canada West Mission Centre.
 To register, contact CWMC 
Communications Coordinator Debra 
Donohue (1-877-411-2632, debra@
communityofchrist.ca). 

arts retreat
 The annual 
Arts Retreat 
will be held at 
Samish Island 
Campground 
on April 22-24, 
with the theme, 
“Connect the 
Dots: Creativity, 
Community, 

Self.” Join us for a weekend of work-
shops, classes, special guests, friends 
and fun. To volunteer as a teaching 
artist or for more information, contact 
Director Stacy Hicks (360-888-8773, 
stacynhicks@gmail.com). 

northwest singles retreat
 Northwest Singles will enjoy a 
retreat at Lewis River Campground on 
Memorial Day weekend, May 27-30. 
The theme is “We Are Community,” and 
guest ministry will be provided by Jim 
and Laura Fish. Watch for registration 
information soon.

young adult retreat
 We will cap off our spring work-
shops and retreats with a GPNW Young 
Adult Retreat. Young adults through-
out the Mission Center will meet May 
27-30 at Camp Remote. Contact 
Director Katie O’Keefe-Knobel (541-
350-3258, katieandmick@gmail.com) 
for more information. 

youth camps & reunions
 Being on staff at a youth camp is 
one of the most rewarding experiences 
you will ever have in ministry. If you 
are interested in helping please contact 
Sean Langdon, Camping Ministries 
Director (425-293-6366, slangdon@
cofchrist-gpnw.org).

connect connect
dots 

the 

samish island arts retreatsamish island arts retreatsamish island arts retreat   
april 22-24, 2016 

samish island campground 
11633 scott road, bow wa 

creativity 

community 

self 

Save the date! Join us for a weekend of workshops, classes, special guests, friends and fun as 

we “connect the dots” between creativity, community and self.  

Contact: Director Stacy Hicks, stacynhicks@gmail.com and join us on Facebook at “Samish 

Island Arts Retreat” for more information, sharing and updates! 
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above: kinsley fletcher is 
blessed at puyallup 

by barb scott and roger 
fletcher 

right: mia jackson, with 
dad devin jack-
son, is blessed 

at southridge by 
elva eliason and 

richard dynes

pudge and karen barnhart, 
front, celebrate their 50th 

anniversary with family 6

blessings
Kinsley Reese Fletcher, Puyallup
Mia Leigh Jackson, Southridge

Robin irene Kraaz, eugene
emily Renee Owens, eugene
Paisley Rae Perales, Auburn

Jacob Michael Simmons, Yakima

anniversary
Karen and Alva “Pudge” Barnhart, 

Eugene Congregation, celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary. They 
were married in Orange, California on 

November 13, 1965.
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Our annual Greater Pacific 
Northwest-USA Mission Center 
Conference was held November 
7 and 8, in Portland, Oregon. 

Our theme for the weekend was “Express 
Joy in Christ.” Our guest ministers were 
Robin Linkhart, President of Seventy 
Apostle Designate, and High Priest John 
VanDerWalker, Mission Support Leader. 
Each of our guests brought a profound and 
meaningful ministry to our conference 
experience!

express joy in 
community
 Our opening 
worship, with 
Val Walker pre-
siding, was her-
alded by colorful 
flags, bagpipes, 
drums, and a 
distinct note of celebration and anticipation. 
Flags representing all 37 congregations and 
small groups in the Mission Center were 
carried in, one-by-one, as their names were 
announced and their church buildings or 
meeting places were pictured. It provided 
a beautiful visual image of how large and 
widespread our Mission Center community 
truly is. New Mission Center President 
Mike Bessonette shared the joyful morning 
charge. The congregation waved ribbons 
of many colors during some of the hymns 
to add to our joyous gathering. A celebra-
tion video capturing highlights of summer 
reunions reminded us of the joy felt in those 
treasured places.

express joy in mission
 The delegate orientation session fol-
lowed, during which Robin Linkhart pre-
sented the new “USA Model for Mission” 
that was created by the USA team of 
Apostles. When faced with the challenge 
of reducing staff to balance the world mis-
sion budget, the team began a process to 
discover a way to focus on Christ’s mission 
with fewer full-time ministers. Through 
months of praying together and dwelling in 
the word, they believe that God provided a 
new way to join with leaders and ministers 
in the USA to lead Christ’s mission. This 
new model was a result of their process.

 Mission Center Financial Officer Bill 
McFarlin presented the 2016 Mission 
Center Operating/Missional Budget and 
other financial reports. Three resolutions 
were presented: 1) Carry 2015 Funds 
Forward into 2016 and 2017; 2) Disposition 
of Lake Louise, Alaska Real Estate Sale Net 
Proceeds; and 3) Disposition of Klamath 
Falls, OR Real Estate Net Proceeds. (All 
reports, resolutions and financial documents 
are available at www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/

conference.) Delegates 
reviewed all materials, 
asked questions, and 
requested clarification 
when needed. 

express joy in unity
     Following lunch, 
the conference gath-
ered for the afternoon 
business session. Last 

year’s conference minutes and minutes 
from the special Mission Center Conference 
on June 28, 2015 were approved. Mission 
Center President Mike Bessonette pre-
sented the annual President’s Report, 
which included highlights of missional 
events, activities, and camps throughout the 
Mission Center. Staff and volunteer transi-
tions were recognized, including the retire-
ments of Mission Center President Kathy 
Sharp, Child/Youth Discipleship Ministries 
Coordinator Christie Ostendorp, and 
Pastor Support Minister Steve Pomeroy. 
They were honored for their many years of 
service with gifts from the Mission Center. 
Mike Bessonette then recognized other staff 
transitions during 2015.
 Robin Linkhart presided over the sus-
taining of Mission Center President Mike 
Bessonette and Mission Center Financial 
Officer Bill McFarlin. Mike then presided 
over the sustaining of Mission Center 
Recorder Jill Brunette, the Mission Center 
Council, and the Youth Camping Team. 
World Conference delegates were elected, 
and their names can be found on the GPNW 
website. After additional comments and 
questions, both the proposed 2016 budget 
and all three resolutions were approved.
 Mike Bessonette and Robin Linkhart 
presented the priesthood call of Douglas 
LaHue Brown (Tuality) to the office of 

Bishop. Testimonies and affirmations of 
support were given, including a testimony 
written by Apostle Ron Harmon and read 
in his absence. Doug’s call was approved 
and he will be ordained at a future date.
 Saturday evening, youth and young 
adults gathered for dinner, games and fel-
lowship, while others shared dinner with 
friends and family.

express joy in diversity
 Sunday morning started off with a 
breakfast for pastors, Mission Center 
Council and staff. Steve Pomeroy planned 
a program focused on our congregational 
ministries and how they work with and 
reach out to diverse groups of people and 
the opportunities that come. Albany Pastor 
Janelle Jegglie shared the experiences and 
blessings related to their ongoing com-
munity garden. Robin Linkhart and John 
VanDerWalker also addressed the group. 
Pam Cress shared an uplifting testimony 
regarding her former years as a pastor. The 
book, Creating a Missional Culture was 
given as a thank-you gift.

express joy in relationships
 Also on Sunday morning, our first 
worship service, with Kim Naten presid-
ing, was focused on building relation-
ships through mission. Chris Sargeant, 
Co-Pastor of Rainier Valley Congregation, 
shared on building relationships in our 
neighborhoods, while Val Walker, Pastor 
of Portland Congregation, shared on build-
ing relationships for peace.

express joy in christ
 The Sending Forth Worship, with Sean 
Langdon presiding, included the inaugural 
music ministry of the Winds of Faith flute 
choir. Robin Linkhart brought the message 
of Joy. Mike Bessonette gave a testimony 
regarding his response to the call of Mission 
Center President. He was set apart by High 
Priest John VanDerWalker and assisted by 
High Priest Kathy Sharp.
 The message of “Express Joy in Christ” 
was brought to life throughout the weekend 
in worship, fellowship, childcare, and even 
business meetings. Plan now to attend next 
year’s Mission Center Conference!

ExprEss joy in christ: gPNW MiSSiON 
CeNteR CONFeReNCe 2015 HigHLigHtS 
by Shari Amos, Mission Center Conference Co-Coordinator

Get your news in the next chinook. send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by April 1, 2016.
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tuality
congregation
poses with their “little free 
library” at the launch on october 11, 2015

between here and there
by Bishop Bill McFarlin, Mission Center Financial Officer

1

Amile off shore was where the 
sun was shining. That’s what 
it looked like from where I 

stood. This morning, I awoke suf-
ficiently early to catch the sunrise, 
or what I thought was going to be a 
beautiful sunrise on the beach. The 
morning glow was starting to pierce 
through the thick but broken clouds 
over the coast. I drove to the beach 
in time to walk out to see what I 
had hoped was a glowing sunrise. 
Instead, the thick clouds moved 
over the beach and 
obscured the emerg-
ing sun. After a while, 
as the sun rose behind 
the clouds, I noticed a 
bright patch of ocean 
about a mile out. Rays 
of sun shot through 
that break in the clouds 
to create an oasis of 
illuminated ocean in 
the midst of the angry 
winter sea.
 While this patch 
of glowing water caught my atten-
tion, I also noticed the contrasting 
dark stormy waters that surrounded 
the glow. The waves seemed more 
menacing in the shadowy waters. 
They were more difficult to see, so 
my imagination had to fill in the 
voids with rough powerful break-
ers. The bright oasis had the very 
same waves, but for some reason 
they didn’t seem as intimidating. As 
I stood on the sandy beach with my 
jacket zipped tight against the slic-
ing wind, my mind was filled with 
myriad stories—stories of light and 
dark, calm and rough seas, walking 
on water, and the unknown deep.
 The new year has arrived with 
pressing deadlines and added respon-
sibilities calling to me from what 

seems to be the dark rough sea. In 
spite of that, I can also see the bright 
future that is sitting just offshore. 
I would like to say that I always 
focus on that bright future, but that 
would be unrealistic and somewhat 
irresponsible. We need to be aware 
of the challenges that we face, while 
also recognizing that we are engaged 
in welcoming the bright, shining 
Kingdom of God into this world.
 The following passage from 
Doctrine and Covenants 161 is an apt 

reminder for us in times 
like these: “The Spirit of 
the One you follow is the 
spirit of love and peace. 
That Spirit seeks to abide 
in the hearts of those who 
would embrace its call and 
live its message. The path 
will not always be easy, 
the choices will not always 
be clear, but the cause is 
sure and the Spirit will 
bear witness to the truth, 
and those who live the 

truth will know the hope and the joy 
of discipleship in the community of 
Christ.”
 The bright future of God’s 
Shalom shines just a mile off shore. 
Darkness and uncertainty remain 
between here and there. Remaining 
connected on the journey together 
makes our shared future attainable. 
Your faithfulness and steadfastness 
through this time of transition con-
tinue to buoy countless souls. Thank 
you for your ongoing partnership in 
our shared mission with Christ, the 
Light of the World.
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tuality’s “little free library”
tuality Congregation built and installed a Little 

Free Library, launched October 11, 2015. The 
mission of this program is to promote literacy and 

the love of reading by building free book exchanges 
worldwide and to build a sense of community 

as we share skills, creativity and wisdom across 
generations.

renton’s joyful noise
Nearly 120 people gathered to share in the musical 

sounds of the season in the eighth edition of “A 
Joyful Noise,” the Christmas sing-along sponsored 
by Renton Congregation on December 13, 2015. 
In addition to the singing of many familiar carols, 
the Lake Washington Singers and Webb of Life 

gave wonderful vocal performances that highlighted 
this celebration of both the secular and the spiritual 

elements of the season. 

Following the music, everyone was invited to stay 
for a reception and an opportunity 
to share the season’s greetings and 
good wishes. This annual event is 
also a fundraiser, through free-will 

offerings, for Outreach International, 
and this year raised more than $500 
in donations. The beautiful music, 
the joy and laughter, the wonderful 
fellowship—and lots of cookies—

helped to surround those in attendance 
with the spirit of the Christmas season. 

“have you ever wondered?”, 
an original piece by charlie martin, 

auburn congregation, brought a 
tender and special interlude to 

renton’s joyful noise program as 
charlie, dan webb, and bill campbell 

performed it beautifully



It isn’t easy being a peace church. We 
hardly know what it means, let alone 
what we’re supposed to be doing often-
times. And the Bible at times doesn’t 

make it any easier, what with violence by 
humans and God woven throughout the 
books, sometimes right alongside descrip-
tions of extraordinary, generous peace. 
What do we do with violence in the Bible, as 
Christians wanting to be faithful to Christ’s 
Peace and looking to scripture to learn more 
what shalom means?
 John Dominic Crossan’s newest book 
is immensely helpful in “struggling with 
Divine violence from Genesis 
through Revelation.” Spoiler alert: 
Crossan introduces his central idea 
at the beginning of the book, and 
then explores instances of divine 
violence in the Bible. I’m going 
to follow suit and reveal his basic 
idea. (I think it is so worth shar-
ing that I’m willing to risk that 
you won’t read the book after I 
tell you.) Crossan recognizes that 
“justice” has two meanings, and 
they reveal what he calls “the 
heartbeat of the Bible:” a “cycle 
in which the asserted radicality 
of God’s nonviolent distributive justice is 
subverted by the normalcy of civilization’s 
violent retributive justice.” That is, God’s 
nature, desire and command is a generous, 
equal justice that cares for all and every-
thing. “Civilization” is a term Crossan uses 
to describe the movement of humans from 
hunter-gatherers to settled agriculturalists, 
a process leading to greater organization 
and efficiency in growing food and violence 
alike. Civilization constantly counters God’s 
nonviolent distributive justice by offering a 
violent retributive justice - a punishing ethic. 
 The Bible records both God’s call and 
civilization’s subversion of God’s call. In 
this view, not everything in the Bible is 
prescriptive, or what God wants for us, but 
sometimes is descriptive of “civilization’s” 
resistance to God’s character and vision. Note 
that Crossan does not describe this as “human 
nature” - violence and revenge and greed 
and power-politics are choices some humans 
make, and therefore are also choices we don’t 
have to make. Jesus Christ is a clear call to 
distinguish between God’s sharing justice and 

Civilization’s exacting justice, and to pledge 
allegiance to the former.
 The abundance of violence-by-humans in 
the Bible might be easy to write off with this 
God’s-justice-and-Civilization’s-subversion 
heartbeat. But there are plenty of examples of 
divine violence in the Bible, where it is God 
acting with vengeance or cruelty. How do we 
deal with those? Crossan tackles these head 
on, to great effect. The majority of the book 
is Crossan walking through some of the most 
outstanding portrayals of a spiteful, violent 
God: expelling Adam and Eve from Eden, 
killing the whole world with the Flood, Jesus 

turning tables at the Temple, 
and so on. You will learn far 
more about the ancient world 
than you bargained for, when 
you pick up this book, but it 
is all fascinating. Especially 
captivating is his chapter on 
Jewish non-violent resistance 
to Roman oppression around 
the time of Jesus - something I 
had never heard of and found 
profoundly inspiring.
 Crossan is an academic by 
training, so naturally his writ-
ing is well-thought through, 

well-researched, and occasionally requiring 
some close attention, but it is always worth 
the effort. He clearly marks where he is in 
his thoughts, and where he’s going next. And 
just to make sure everyone’s on the same 
page, at the end of every chapter he finishes 
with a “Where Are We Now and What Comes 
Next?” section to both summarize the conclu-
sions and what it means in the larger picture.
 This book would be an excellent choice 
for either individual or group study. An adult 
class could spend a couple of Sundays on 
each of its fourteen chapters (and epilogue) 
and still have more to explore. It would also 
be tremendously beneficial for priesthood 
and preachers, as it equips us as ministers to 
find Christ’s Peace even in passages in the 
Bible that are sometimes difficult to hear. 
Most importantly, however, this book helps 
form better disciples of Jesus, revealing to us 
a God of love, compassion, generosity and 
profound and expansive care. And that is a 
God worth sharing with others.

book review: how to read the bible 
and still be a christian
by Christian Skoorsmith, Congregational Support Minister
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Imagine being in the same room 
with a diverse group of people 
from all over the world, learning 

about how to reduce prejudice, climate 
change, and how make a difference on 
this beautiful earth created for us to 
love and cherish.
 On October 15-19, Bill McFarlin, 
Susan and tom Webber, Mary and 
terry Richardson, and Judy and Dale 
Luffman from our Mission Center 
attended the 2015 Parliament of the 
World’s Religions in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. The Parliament is the oldest, 
largest, and most inclusive gathering 
of people of all faiths and traditions. 
Of note, Joseph Smith III, the first 
President of the reorganized church, 
attended the first Parliament, held 
in Chicago in 1893. Topics this year 
ranged from tribal rights to feminist 
Mormons and Evangelical Christians 
discussing gay/lesbian rights in their 
congregations.
 Community of Christ had a booth, 
where we had the opportunity to talk to 
folks from all walks of life who were 
searching for truth and faith as it now 
exists. Many LDS seekers stopped by 
to ask questions. Community of Christ 
members living in Utah that are former 
Mormons also helped answer ques-
tions at our booth. Our beautiful display 
included our Mission Initiatives and 
Enduring Principles. 

members at the community of christ 
booth

Get your news in the next chinook. send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by April 1, 2016.

parliament of the 
world’s religions
by Susan Webber



building relationships for peace
by Val Walker, Portland Pastor

On September 20, Portland Congregation hosted Shelter 
in the City, a local Peace Award event similar to the 
themes of recent Peace Colloquys. This event was 
planned to honor a local non-profit group with a Peace 

Award for their work with homeless families. Goals of our event 
were: 1) Help groups connect with each other to promote their 
work and work together; 2) Bring community awareness to an 
issue, from perspectives of those with the need, and those with the 
resources; 3) Celebrate success and create pathways for future part-
nerships; and 4) Give Community of Christ greater visibility in the 
ecumenical and interfaith community, as well as our own neighbor-
hood, indicating our interest in peace and justice issues.

event planning and preparation
 After conversations with the Interfaith 
Council of Greater Portland and José 
ibarra, Interfaith Coordinator for the 
Multnomah County Office of Diversity 
and Equity, the issue of homelessness was 
considered a timely theme for a local event 
related to peace and justice awareness. This 
was particularly applicable for Portland 
Congregation since we already had two current partnerships with 
non-profit groups serving the houseless population: Human 
Solutions, family shelter hosting, and NorthWest Pilot Project, 
where we make quilts for seniors who are placed in permanent 
housing. 
 We had initial event planning help from a student ministry 
intern at Warner Pacific College, who helped us design the for-
mat for the day and assisted us in making additional community 
contacts and introductions with persons and groups who work 
with homeless ministry. Her connections as a student intern with 
ecumenical Ministries of Oregon and the interfaith Council 
helped us grow our event and congregational awareness in the 
community.
 After initial planning and connection building, we made invi-
tations to several non-profit groups to submit a brief description 
of their mission and success for consideration of the Peace Award 
grant. Consideration of their application was contingent upon their 
commitment to participate in an afternoon/evening forum style 
event. Six groups applied for the award. Their mission ranged 
from grass-roots on-the-street ministry, emergency family shelter, 
transitional to permanent housing, senior homeless prevention, and 
mentoring through housing crises.

event activities
 Activities included a keynote address by José Ibarra about 
how the issue of homelessness affects the city and how interfaith 
groups are key to resolving it. Each of the six applicant groups 

along with the county and the Welcome Home coalition leader-
ship presented breakout sessions describing their ministry. We then 
held a large group debrief to aid the participants in hearing insights 
about the issue they may not have considered, and to continue con-
necting the groups to each other. Dinner was catered by New City 
Kitchen, a job-training and mentoring program that offers home-
less young adults opportunities to gain skills in food prep and move 
on to the restaurant and hospitality industry.
 The evening Peace Award celebration was well attended and 
included Peace prayers from seven faith groups, music minis-
try from a 25-member choir of people differently-abled, and the 
award presentation to Rockwood Community Development 

Corporation. They were chosen because 
the Congregation Review Team felt their 
mission of community wholeness was 
most like Community of Christ’s vision for 
Kingdom, Signal Communities. They serve 
the poorest neighborhood in Oregon, only 
two square miles, just down the road from 
us in Gresham, where 82 languages are spo-
ken in the schools and half the children are 
homeless. They are using the award as seed 

money to start a legal clinic, with the goal of landlord and tenant 
mediation in a neighborhood were most of the tenants are refugees 
and immigrants. They seek to prevent homelessness in a critical 
population. Their Executive Director accepted the Peace award and 
gave a short message describing their work, ending with a standing 
ovation.

relationships built
 As a direct result of the contacts made during the preparation 
for Shelter in the City, many new relationships have been formed, 
We have joined in a new relationship with New City initiative, a 
coalition of congregations of various faith groups who create men-
toring teams for families in transition. We have created our first 
team, and our first family is on board. We have been contacted with 
other ministry opportunities, and a support group for families with 
autistic children now uses our building on a monthly basis. The 
Interfaith Coordinator for the First Congregation United Church of 
Christ desires to work with us to pilot interfaith relationships with 
Buddhists and Sikhs. The Interfaith Council asks us for our input 
related to learning how to dialogue and building consensus when 
talking with each other. One councilmember plans to attend World 
Conference in June as an observer.

 It is interesting to note how one event and issue, homeless-
ness, has led to relationships of policy, peaceful dialogue, interfaith 
diversity, understanding marginalization, family peace building, 
and hymnody. One pathway to peace has become connected in 
innumerable ways to vision that only God could have guided. And 
that is the embodying hope of Zion—building relationships for 
peace.
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You are called to create pathways in the world for peace in Christ to be relationally and culturally incarnate. The hope of Zion is real-
ized when the vision of Christ is embodied in communities of generosity, justice, and peacefulness. Above all else, strive to be faithful to 
Christ’s vision of the peaceable Kingdom of God on earth. Courageously challenge cultural, political, and religious trends that are con-

trary to the reconciling and restoring purposes of God. Pursue Peace. —Doctrine and Covenants 163:3a,b



invite people to christ

Kirk Caudle, Portland
Demetrius ginez-Sims, Salem
Kylah Kovar, Crytal Springs
Sebastian Morales-Sims, Salem

Amanda Pace, Portland
Samuel Skeen, Yakima
Ronald Stamps, Salem

Below are recently reported baptisms and confirmations in 
the GPNW Mission Center:
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and promote communities
of joy, hope, love and peace.
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l-r: amanda pace is confirmed 
at portland congregation on 

november 29, 2015
kirk caudle is confirmed at 
portland congregation on 

november 29, 2015
kylah kovar is confirmed by 
her grandparents, leslie and 

dave skoor, at crystal springs 
congregation on november 1, 2015
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